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FLORIDA-FRIENDLY LANDSCAPING
BEAUTIFUL LANDSCAPES PROTECTING FLORIDA’S WATER

Overview of the Florida-Friendly Landscaping  (FFL) program.

Landscape Recognition Updates.

New and Upcoming Social Media Campaigns.

Expanding Existing Initiatives.

Landscape Irrigation and FFL Design Standards.

Clean Water Act (CWA) 319(h) Grant Funding.



FLORIDA-FRIENDLY LANDSCAPING
WHO, WHAT AND WHY?

1. Right Plant, Right Place.
2. Water Efficiently.
3. Fertilize Appropriately.
4. Mulch.
5. Attract Wildlife.
6. Manage Yard Pests Responsibly.
7. Recycle Yard Waste.
8. Reduce Stormwater Runoff.
9. Protect the Waterfront.

The Nine Principles:

• The program began as a grass roots movement, 
receiving DEP funding for the first time in 1993.

• All commercial fertilizer applicators are required 
to pass the Green Industries Best Management 
Practices certification, administered by the FFL 
program.

• The Florida-Friendly Landscaping  program and 
its principles are defined in Chapter 373.185 of 
the Florida Statutes (F.S.).



FLORIDA-FRIENDLY LANDSCAPING
WHO, WHAT AND WHY?

Florida-Friendly Landscaping uses minimal inputs. 
Landscapes designed and planted with the Right 
Plant, Right Place principle should need little to no 
irrigation or fertilizer once established. 

Florida-Friendly Landscaping is not xeriscaping. The 
program does not support large areas of rock, mulch 
or artificial turf.



FLORIDA-FRIENDLY LANDSCAPING
LANDSCAPE RECOGNITION UPDATES 

Current Landscape 
Recognitions: 

• Residential.
• Commercial and 

Common Area.
• New Construction.
• Florida WaterStar.

Under Development:

• Neighborhood.
• Community.
• FFL Natural.

Recognition Updates:

• FFL Home Landscape Recognition 
Checklist revision.

• New Neighborhood Recognition.
• Upcoming FFL Community 

Recognition.
• Upcoming FFL “Natural” Recognition.



FLORIDA-FRIENDLY LANDSCAPING
EXPANDING EXISTING INITIATIVES

FoodscapingFlorida-Friendly Ponds Youth Education



Florida-Friendly Landscaping
New and Upcoming Social Media Campaigns

April – Water Conservation Month:

May – Gardening for Wildlife Month:

DEP to host a water conscientious 
landscape photo contest.

Florida Fish and Wildlife Commission to 
partner with FFL on a month-long 
gardening for wildlife campaign! 

Jan. 30, 2024



Green Stormwater Infrastructure (GSI) can be used to supplement or replace traditional gray 
stormwater infrastructure for managing the impacts of rain in urban areas.

GSI reduces pollution and treats stormwater by retaining rainfall near its source instead of 
directing it to a centralized pond or treatment system.

Bioretention Cells Permeable PavementTree Box Filter

FLORIDA-FRIENDLY LANDSCAPING
GREEN STORMWATER INFRASTRUCTURE



Technical resources:
• General GSI tools and resources.
• GSI code audit tool.
• Modeling tools.
• Maintenance manuals and trainings.

Regional GSI/Low Impact Development (LID) 
manuals:
• List of region-specific GSI/LID manuals.
• Example projects/library.

FLORIDA-FRIENDLY LANDSCAPING
GREEN STORMWATER INFRASTRUCTURE

GSI.FloridaDEP.gov

Community engagement resources:
• Introduction to GSI.
• GSI education resources.
• Webinar series.
• Nonpoint publication tool.

Funding resources:
• Grants and loans.



FLORIDA-FRIENDLY LANDSCAPING
LANDSCAPE IRRIGATION AND FFL DESIGN STANDARDS

Goals: 
• To provide landscape/irrigation design and installation 

standards. 
• Encourage water conscious landscapes. 

Main Audience: Irrigation professionals. 

Key Points: 
• A properly designed landscape will conserve 

more water.
• Florida-Friendly Landscaping principles such as 

Right Plant, Right Place and Mulch can 
significantly reduce irrigation requirements.

• A Florida-friendly landscape should be able to 
thrive with little to no irrigation after 
establishment.

• Technical guidance for irrigation professionals 
including spacing, flow rates, etc.

section 373.228 F.S.



FLORIDA-FRIENDLY LANDSCAPING
AVAILABLE FUNDING

The CWA 319(h) grant can fund nonpoint source pollution research and public education on a limited 
basis.

Projects funded in the past include: 
• Brevard County rain barrel workshops.
• Pinellas County Florida-Friendly Landscape Incentive 

Program (FLIP).
• Seminole County fertilizer education for retail stores.
• Volusia County save our springs and rivers education.
• GSI pilot projects and monitoring.
• GSI modeling tool development.

For funding information, contact: Emily.Lang@FloridaDEP.gov
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Emily Lang
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